December 8, 2014

Tree Lighting Ceremony Brightens Bramhall
MMC President and CEO
Rich Petersen braved the
cold to light up the MMC
holiday tree Thursday
evening, during a celebration that included live music, food, and a raffle.

Got Holiday Pics?
Receptions, parties,
office decorations —
send us your MMC
holiday photos.

Email photos and
captions to
The tree is decorated with
colorful “bulbs” purchased mmcnews@mmc.org.
by employees and visitors
in memory of loved ones.
Look for your pics
The proceeds from the
event go to Friends of
in an upcoming
Maine Medical Center, an What’s Happening or
auxiliary group that provides scholarships to stu- on the MMC Intranet.
dents and health education
to the community.
Happy Holidays!

Transplant Patient to SCU: ‘Thank You For Saving My Life’
Aimee Driscoll, a 29-yearold mom with cystic fibrosis (CF), recently paid a visit
to our Special Care Unit
(SCU) to thank staff for the
exceptional care she received earlier this year.
Aimee and her family
shared hugs and smiles —
and some tears — with
doctors, nurses, and members of the Care Management team, a scene which
no one thought would be
possible after an episode
that nearly took her life.

a routine kind of admission
for a patient with CF. It
turned out to be anything
but.

scribed as “a last-ditch effort,” the decision was
made to put Aimee on
ECMO (extracorporeal
membrane oxygenation), a
Aimee’s respiratory status
heart/lung bypass process
declined quickly, requiring used during heart surgery,
intubation and ventilation. to adequately ventilate her
Over the next 24 hours she while the care team painscontinued to decline to the takingly searched for an alpoint that end-of-life care
ternative transplant prowas being approached with gram.
the family. Aimee had been
approved for a lung trans“Jane [Thibodeau, Care
plant at a Boston hospital, Management] was literally
but had been suspended
running up and down the
from the list because of
hall to get information to
When Aimee was admitted pronounced weight loss.
make it happen,” Aimee’s
to SCU back in June, her
mother Carole recalls. “It
doctor expected it would be In what one caregiver dewas unbelievable.”

While the SCU staff worked
with a cardiothoracic surgical team to stabilize Aimee,
Care Management coordinated with Duke University
Hospital in North Carolina
to get her accepted to their
transplant program. They
also found transportation
for Aimee and secured
flights for her family.
Due to her condition,
Aimee wasn’t aware of what
was happening around her
during much of this time,
but her brother Trevor says,
“Everyone went above and

Continued on back

Matthew Hayn, M.D.,
received a three-year appointment as Cancer Liaison Physician for the cancer program at MMC. Cancer Liaison Physicians are
an integral part of cancer
programs accredited by the
American College of Surgeons Commission on
Cancer (CoC).
Matthew Hayn, M.D.

Dr. Hayn is one of more

than 1,500 volunteer physicians who are responsible
for providing leadership
and direction to establish,
maintain, and support their
facilities’ cancer programs.
Dr. Hayn, who has a significant interest in the diagnosis and treatment of patients with malignant diseases, is a member of the
multidisciplinary cancer
committee at MMC.

“Transplant Patient”
from front
beyond.”

All Nursing Councils
Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday,
December 17
Noon - 2 p.m.
Dana Auditorium
Nursing Grand Rounds
Wednesday,
December 17
2 - 3 p.m.
Dana Auditorium

Now, six months later, after a long recovery and rehabilitation, Aimee is back
in Maine and doing well.
She wanted to visit her care
team “to let other people
know this is possible. The
support of the staff is just
so important.”

Christmas Catholic Mass
Thursday, December 25
Noon - 1 p.m.
Chapel, MGB 1st Floor

Aimee will always have CF,
but the new lungs give her
more time and a better
quality of life; she recently
went roller skating and is
more active than ever.
Aimee says the best part of
her recovery is spending
time with her 5-year-old
son. “I took him out sledding for the first time
in years,” she says.

Bramhall Blood Drive
Monday, December 15
Noon - 5 p.m.
Special Location:
East Tower Classrooms

MCCP Moonlight
Ski Challenge
Saturday, January 31
2:30 - 7 p.m.
moonlightchallenge.org

Aimee, right, and her brother Trevor finish a 5k in November.
Trevor coordinated the race to benefit the Second Chances Foundation, an organization he operates to help pay for Aimee’s medical bills. Trevor plans to continue Second Chances to help offset
costs for other CF patients facing burdensome medical expenses.

For details on all
upcoming event, check
out the Calendar on the
MMC Intranet.

